
Reds Bearings vs Spitfire: Which Bearings Reign
Supreme?

Introduction

In the realm of high-performance bearings, Reds Bearings and Spitfire have emerged as leading contenders,
each boasting unique features and capabilities that cater to diverse needs in the skating and industrial
sectors. A detailed comparison between Reds Bearings and Spitfire is explored in depth to identify their
respective benefits, applications and overall performance.

Reds Bearings: Engineered by Bones Bearings, Reds Bearings are renowned for their precision
craftsmanship and durability. These bearings are crafted from high-quality steel alloys, ensuring optimal
performance under rigorous conditions. Reds Bearings have garnered a reputation for their smooth operation,
low friction, and longevity, making them a preferred choice among skateboarders, roller skaters, and industrial
machinery users alike.

Spitfire Bearings: Spitfire, synonymous with quality in the skating community, offers a range of bearings
designed to excel in speed, durability, and performance. Known for their innovative designs and use of
advanced materials, Spitfire Bearings are favored by professional skaters and enthusiasts seeking bearings
that deliver exceptional speed control and reliability.

Objective of Comparison: This guide aims to provide an objective comparison between Reds Bearings and
Spitfire across various critical parameters, including:

Performance: Evaluating speed, precision, and durability.

Materials: Comparing the quality of materials used in manufacturing.

Applications: Exploring suitability for skateboarding, roller skating, and industrial machinery.

User Experience: Gathering insights from user reviews and professional endorsements.
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 Material Specifications

In the realm of high-performance bearings, Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings stand out for their distinct
material choices, each engineered to optimize durability, performance, and reliability in diverse applications.

Overview of Materials Used in Reds Bearings
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Reds Bearings, developed by Bones Bearings, are celebrated for their robust construction and reliable
performance:

High-Quality Steel Alloys: Reds Bearings are primarily crafted from premium steel alloys renowned for their
strength and resilience. These alloys are meticulously selected to withstand heavy loads and prolonged use
without compromising on performance.

Precision Machining: Each component of Reds Bearings undergoes precision machining to achieve exacting
standards of roundness and smoothness. This ensures minimal friction between moving parts, thereby
enhancing efficiency and longevity.

Nylon Ball Retainers: Inside Reds Bearings, nylon ball retainers are utilized to maintain the alignment and
spacing of the steel balls. This design not only reduces friction but also contributes to the bearings' ability to
handle axial and radial loads effectively.

Overview of Materials Used in Spitfire Bearings

Spitfire Bearings are synonymous with innovation and cutting-edge performance in the skating community:

Ceramic Ball Bearings: Spitfire Bearings often incorporate ceramic ball bearings known for their lightweight
properties and exceptional hardness. Ceramic balls reduce friction significantly compared to traditional steel
balls, enabling Spitfire Bearings to achieve higher speeds with less effort.

Steel Races: Complementing the ceramic balls, Spitfire Bearings feature precision-engineered steel races
that are heat-treated for durability and reliability. This combination ensures stable performance and resilience
under strenuous skating conditions.

Advanced Seal Design: Spitfire Bearings are equipped with advanced seal designs to protect against
contaminants such as dirt and moisture, thereby extending their lifespan and maintaining optimal performance
over time.

Comparison of Material Durability and Performance

Durability: Reds Bearings, with their robust steel alloys and precision machining, excel in durability, making
them suitable for both recreational and industrial applications where reliability is crucial.

Performance: Spitfire Bearings leverage ceramic ball bearings to enhance speed and reduce friction, ideal for
skaters who prioritize acceleration and smooth rolling. The combination of ceramic balls and steel races
ensures Spitfire Bearings deliver consistent performance in high-speed environments.

Versatility: While Reds Bearings offer versatility and durability across various applications, Spitfire Bearings'
specialized design with ceramic components caters specifically to skaters seeking enhanced speed and
agility on different skating surfaces.

Understanding these material specifications provides critical insights into the unique attributes and
performance characteristics of Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings. The choice between them often hinges
on specific user preferences and the demands of their chosen skating discipline.

 Size Range

                             3 / 10



When choosing between Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings, understanding their size ranges is crucial for
achieving optimal performance in various skateboarding setups.

Available Sizes of Reds Bearings

Reds Bearings, known for their versatility and durability, offer a range of sizes to accommodate different
skateboard configurations:

Standard Sizes Reds Bearings are available in standard skateboard bearing sizes,
including 608 (8mm core diameter, 22mm outer diameter, 7mm
width). These sizes are widely compatible with most skateboard
wheels and axles, ensuring ease of replacement and consistent

performance.
Specialized Sizes  Apart from standard sizes, Reds Bearings also cater to specialized

applications such as longboarding and cruiser setups. These variants
may include bearings with extended durability features or specific

dimensions tailored for different riding styles.
Precision Fit Reds Bearings are engineered to provide a precision fit within

skateboard wheels, minimizing play and ensuring smooth rotation.
This precision is essential for maintaining stability and control,

especially during high-speed maneuvers.

Available Sizes of Spitfire Bearings

Spitfire Bearings, renowned for their high-speed performance and innovative design, offer a range of sizes
optimized for diverse skating needs:

Standard and Miniature Sizes: Spitfire Bearings are available in standard sizes like 608 and also offer
miniature variants for compact setups such as penny boards or mini cruisers. These miniature bearings
maintain the performance standards of their larger counterparts while catering to specific board dimensions.

Race-Specific Sizes: Spitfire Bearings also provide race-specific sizes designed for competitive skating
disciplines. These bearings often feature enhanced materials and precision engineering to meet the rigorous
demands of professional skaters.

Versatile Application: Whether for street skating, park skating, or downhill racing, Spitfire Bearings' diverse
size options ensure compatibility with various skateboard setups, enhancing versatility and performance
across different terrains.

Comparison of Size Options for Various Skateboard Setups

Flexibility: Reds Bearings offer a robust selection of sizes that cater to both standard and specialized
skateboarding needs. This flexibility allows skaters to customize their setups according to personal
preferences and riding styles.

Performance Specificity: Spitfire Bearings' range of sizes, including miniature and race-specific variants,
underscores their commitment to performance optimization across different skating disciplines. Skaters can
choose bearings that align closely with their specific performance goals and board configurations.

                             4 / 10



Compatibility: Both Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings ensure compatibility with standard skateboard
wheels and axles, facilitating ease of installation and replacement for skaters at all skill levels.

Understanding the size ranges of Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings empowers skaters to make informed
decisions based on their individual riding preferences and performance requirements. Whether pursuing
speed, durability, or precision, the right bearing size plays a pivotal role in achieving optimal skateboarding
performance.

 Installation Guide

In the world of skateboarding, choosing between Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings can significantly impact
your riding experience. Understanding how to properly install these bearings ensures optimal performance
and longevity. This section provides a detailed step-by-step guide for installing Reds Bearings and Spitfire
Bearings, along with essential tips to streamline the installation process.

 

Installation
Steps

Reds Bearings Spitfire Bearings

 Gather Tools Skate tool or wrench,
optional bearing press,
clean cloth

Skate tool or wrench, optional
bearing press, clean cloth

 Prepare
Skateboard

Remove wheels using
skate tool, place on flat
surface

Remove wheels using skate
tool, place on stable surface

 Clean
Bearings

Wipe bearings clean with
cloth to remove dirt or
debris

Clean bearings to ensure they
are free from any dirt or debris

 Insert
Bearings

Hold bearing by outer ring,
gently press onto axle

Hold bearing by outer ring,
gently press onto axle

 Secure
Bearings

Use bearing press for even
pressure if available

Use bearing press for even
pressure if available

 Reattach
Wheels

Slide wheels onto axles,
tighten axle nuts securely

Slide wheels onto axles,
tighten axle nuts securely

 Test and
Adjust

Spin each wheel to check
for smooth rotation

Rotate each wheel to confirm
smooth operation

 Final Check Conduct a test ride to verify
smoothness and
performance

Perform a brief test ride to
assess functionality

Tips for a Smooth Installation Process for Both Brands

Cleanliness: Keep your workspace and bearings clean to prevent dirt or debris from affecting performance.

Even Pressure: Use a bearing press or apply even pressure when installing bearings to avoid misalignment.

Tighten Securely: Ensure axle nuts are tightened securely to prevent wheel wobble during riding.
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Test Before Riding: Always spin the wheels and conduct a brief test ride after installation to confirm smooth
operation.

By following these step-by-step guides and tips, you can effectively install Reds Bearings or Spitfire Bearings
on your skateboard, ensuring optimal performance and durability for your skateboarding adventures.

This section outlines the essential steps and considerations for installing Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings,
emphasizing precision and care to maximize their performance potential.  

  Lubrication in Reds Bearings vs Spitfire Bearings

Lubrication plays a crucial role in the performance and longevity of skateboard bearings like Reds and
Spitfire. Here's a detailed comparison of the types of lubrication used in each, their effectiveness, and
maintenance requirements:

Types of Lubrication in Reds Bearings

Reds Bearings are renowned for their use of high-quality lubricants that enhance performance and durability.
The lubrication used in Reds Bearings typically includes:

 High-Speed Formula: Reds Bearings often utilize a high-speed lubricant that reduces friction and heat
buildup during use. This type of lubrication is specially formulated to maintain smooth, consistent performance
over extended periods.

 Low Viscosity Oils: Some Reds Bearings may use low viscosity oils that provide excellent lubrication without
excessive drag. These oils ensure that the bearings operate at optimal efficiency, ideal for high-speed
skateboarding.

 Sealed Lubrication: Reds Bearings are equipped with a removable rubber shield that protects the bearings
from dirt and moisture, preserving the integrity of the lubricant inside. This design feature contributes to longer
bearing life and less frequent maintenance.

Types of Lubrication in Spitfire Bearings

Spitfire Bearings are designed to deliver high performance under demanding skateboarding conditions. The
lubrication used in Spitfire Bearings includes:

 High-Performance Grease: Spitfire Bearings often employ a high-performance grease that offers superior
lubrication and resilience against wear. This grease is tailored to withstand the rigors of skateboarding,
providing a smooth and reliable ride.

 Water-Resistant Formulas: Some Spitfire Bearings incorporate water-resistant lubricants that repel moisture
and prevent rust formation. This feature is particularly beneficial for skateboarders who ride in wet or humid
conditions.

 Durable Shield Design: Spitfire Bearings feature a non-contact, removable rubber shield that protects the
lubrication from contaminants while allowing easy access for maintenance. This design ensures the bearings
remain clean and perform optimally.
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Comparison of Lubrication Effectiveness and Maintenance Needs

Effectiveness: Reds Bearings are known for their exceptional speed and reduced friction due to the high-
speed formula lubricant. The low viscosity oils further contribute to smooth, efficient performance. In contrast,
Spitfire Bearings excel in durability and resilience with their high-performance grease, ensuring consistent
performance under varied conditions.

Maintenance Needs: Reds Bearings require minimal maintenance due to their sealed lubrication design,
which keeps contaminants out and lubricant in. Periodic cleaning and inspection are recommended to ensure
longevity. On the other hand, Spitfire Bearings, while durable, benefit from regular checks and reapplication of
grease to maintain optimal performance and protection against moisture.

In conclusion, while Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings both offer superior performance in skateboarding,
their choice often depends on individual preferences for speed, durability, and maintenance requirements.
Understanding the differences in lubrication types and their impact on bearing performance can help
skateboarders make informed decisions based on their specific riding conditions and style.

This detailed comparison of lubrication aspects in Reds Bearings vs Spitfire Bearings highlights their distinct
features and benefits, empowering skateboarders to choose the bearings that best suit their skating needs.
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  Performance Comparison: Reds Bearings vs Spitfire

When it comes to choosing the best bearings for your skateboard, the performance of Reds Bearings and
Spitfire Bearings is paramount. Explore their actual performance in different conditions and provide a
comprehensive comparison in terms of speed, durability and smoothness.

ChatGPT

Certainly! Here's a comparison table highlighting the real-world performance aspects of Reds
Bearings and Spitfire Bearings based on the provided information:

Performance Aspect Reds Bearings Spitfire Bearings
Speed Celebrated for exceptional

speed capabilities due to
precision engineering and
minimal friction.

Renowned for maintaining
high speeds across various
surfaces with minimal rolling
resistance.

Durability Engineered to withstand
impacts, vibrations, and
varying terrains for longevity
and reliability.

Excel in durability with robust
construction and resilience
against frequent use and
environmental factors.

Smoothness Standout feature is smooth
operation, providing a
seamless riding experience for

Offer exceptional smoothness,
reducing vibrations for a stable
and responsive ride
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enhanced control. experience.

Head-to-Head Comparison

 Speed: In terms of speed, Reds Bearings edge slightly ahead due to their renowned high-speed formula
lubrication and low friction design. They are favored by riders who prioritize speed and quick acceleration.

 Durability: Both Reds and Spitfire Bearings boast impressive durability. Reds Bearings maintain their edge
with a sealed lubrication system that protects against dirt and moisture, extending their lifespan. Spitfire
Bearings, meanwhile, feature a durable shield design that enhances resilience against wear and tear.

 Smoothness: The smoothness of both bearings is exceptional, providing a stable and responsive ride. Reds
Bearings are noted for their consistent performance and minimal noise, while Spitfire Bearings offer a buttery-
smooth feel that enhances overall ride comfort.

Conclusion

Choosing between Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings ultimately depends on your specific skating style and
preferences. Reds Bearings excel in speed and precise engineering, ideal for those seeking maximum
velocity and reliability. Spitfire Bearings shine with their durability and smooth operation, catering to riders
who prioritize longevity and comfort. Both bearings offer exceptional performance across various conditions,
ensuring a superior skateboarding experience tailored to individual needs.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the comparison between Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings reveals distinct characteristics
that cater to different aspects of skateboarding performance. Understanding these differences can help
skateboarders make informed decisions based on their specific needs and preferences.

Key Differences and Similarities

Reds Bearings stand out for their exceptional speed capabilities, attributed to precision engineering and
minimal friction. They are engineered with durability in mind, capable of withstanding impacts and varying
terrains while providing a smooth riding experience. On the other hand, Spitfire Bearings are renowned for
their ability to maintain high speeds across different surfaces with minimal rolling resistance. They excel in
durability and offer exceptional smoothness, enhancing overall control and comfort for skateboarders.

Recommendations for Skateboarding Needs

For skateboarders prioritizing speed and smooth riding experience, Reds Bearings are an excellent choice.
Their precision and durability make them suitable for both casual riders and professionals seeking reliable
performance. Alternatively, Spitfire Bearings are ideal for those who value consistent speed and durability
across diverse skateboarding conditions. Their robust construction and smooth operation ensure a stable and
responsive ride.

Final Verdict: Which Bearings Reign Supreme?

Choosing between Reds Bearings and Spitfire Bearings ultimately depends on individual skating preferences.
Reds Bearings offer exceptional speed and durability, making them a top choice for those who prioritize
performance and longevity. On the other hand, Spitfire Bearings excel in maintaining high speeds and
providing smooth riding experiences, appealing to skateboarders looking for reliability and comfort.

In conclusion, while both bearings have their strengths, Reds Bearings are recommended for their precision
engineering and durability, setting them apart as a superior choice for skateboarding enthusiasts seeking
optimal performance.
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